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Operation Chokehold

JTF-Bravo Central Skies mission targets Costa Rlcan marljuanaflelds

By 1stLt. Richard D. Komurek
JTF-Bravo Public Affairs Officer

TheCostaRican policewereready for the
hunt with chainsaws, machetes, machine
gunsand cansfull of gasoline.

Thegoal, asaways, wasto cut down and
burn as many marijuanafieldsaspossible.
Toreachthesmall mountainsidemarijuana
fieldswould require either weeksof hiking
through theremoterainforest or theuseof a
helicopter and equipment that would enable
themto rappel into thedensejunglevegeta-
tion.

The problem: Costa Rican policedon’t
have helicoptersor rappel equipment. The
solution: JTF-Bravo'sTask ForceEnabler.

About 45 JTF-Bravo personnel and six 1-
228th AviationBattalionaircraft participat-
ed in Operation Chokehold 2002 near
Limon, CostaRicaA pril 25-April 30.

TheCentral Skiescounterdrugmission, a
joint operation betweenthe U.S. Drug En-
forcement Agency, U.S. Department of
State, Costa Rican police forces and JTF-
Bravo personnel, eradicated hundreds of
thousands of marijuanaplantsand provided
jointtraininginareal-world environment.

Photoby 1stLt. Rlchard D.Komure

Staff Sgt. Bart Schrum (second from left),arappel master for the mission, secures a Special Patrol Infiltration-Ex-

See CHOKEHOLD, Page5

filtration Systemto a Costa Rican police officer participating in the Central Skies counter-drug operation. The
SPIES equipment was used to insertthe policemeninto marijuanafields located on steep jungle mountainsides.

JTF- Chontales holds closing ceremony

Story and photo by Spc. M. William Petersen
Editor

Even after the last tents were taken down and the
few remaining soldiersgot in their humvees and de-
parted theclosing ceremony May 8, Joint Task Force-
Chontaleswasstil| affectinglives.

Thetask force, aspart of New Horizons 2002, con-
structed four schoolhouses, six medical clinics, three
wellsand moreduring thefour monthsit wasactivein
Chontales, Nicaragua.

Thetask forcewasmadeup primarily of reserveand
National Guard componentsfrom 40 unitsand 20 dif-
ferent states, alongsideNicaraguantroops. Engineers,
medics, military police, maintenanceand aviation sol-
dierswereonly someof thediverseforcethat reshaped
theregion.

Theimpact onthetownswhereclinicsand schools
werebuilt wasimmediately apparent. At the opening
of aschoolhousein El Coral, themayor of thetownwas

Photoby Spc. M. Wiliam Petersen

The Nicaraguan honor guard comes to attention
shortly beforethe arrival of the dignitaries.
in tears as he thanked the American and Nicaraguan
soldierswho had constructed the school .

At theclosing ceremony, the Vice President of the

Republic of Nicaragua, Dr. José Rizo Castellon, ex-
pressed histhankstothesoldierspresentandtoLt. Col.
Patrick E. Gallagher, JTF-Chontalescommander.

Paul Saxton, the Chargé d’ Affaires of the United
Statesin Nicaragua, related the more personal side of
the mission, as he recounted the occasion when the
American soldiers learned that baseball was
Nicaragua snational pastime, aswell. TheNicaraguan
soldiersrouted the Americans19-0.

Attheend of theceremony, themission of providing
humanitarian aid to Nicaraguans continued as food
wasdistributed by U.S. soldiers. Whilethework took
amere four months, the people of Chontales, would
benefitforyears.

“I realized herethat I’ venever really doneanything
with my life until now, and it’s amazing to see how
much [the work] we do meansto these people,” said
Spc. Hector Molina, an National Guard soldier from
New Mexico who served on the last rotation. “One
woman approached me and told methat wewere an-
gelssent from heaven.”
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Commanders Corner
Areyou beingsuedin acourt 3.000 milesaway?

By Capt. Michael J. Meketen
CommandJudge Advocate

Have % ne to the mailroom expecting a care
packagetromhomeonly tofind acertifiedletter froma
judge ordering you to appear in a courtroom 3,000
milesaway five daysago? Have you recently phoned
home and weretold that you received some*“ official
looking papers’ from a magistrate or justice of the
peace?

Have you been denied credit because of an “out-
standingjudgment” against youfromacourt you never
heard of ?If you’ ve answered yesto any of these ques-
tionsyou shoul d beinterested inthe protectionsafford-
edtoservicemembersby theSoldiers and Sailors' Civ-
il Relief Act (SSCRA).

The SSCRA isafederal law that provides various
protectionsto soldierson activeduty. One portion of
the law protects service members from suffering de-
fault judgmentsin state courts. Congress enacted the
law withtheunderstanding that military duty may pro-
hibit service membersfrom defending themselvesin
court. Because of mobilizations, field exercises, and
frequent moves and address changes, some soldiers
may not even beawarethat they arebeing sued.

Thelaw requiresplaintiffsand courtsto determine
whether adefendant ison active duty military service
beforeany court canissueadefaultjudgment. A soldier
on active duty may request that the court appoint an at-
torney torepresent her prior toany judgment. If thesol -
dier’ sduty materially interfereswith her ability tore-
spondtotheaction against them, thesoldier or the court
appointed attorney may request that all proceedingsbe

stopped. This*“stay” of proceedings, however, is not
permanent andwill belifted assoonasthesoldier’ sdu-
ty nolonger interferes. Thisusually meansuntil thesol-
dier isback fromthefield or until the soldier can take
leavetotravel tothe States. Thelaw doesnot makesol-
diersimmune from suit and usually overseas duty is
not, by itself, sufficient justification to delay a court
proceeding. Also, adefaultjudgmentisdifferent from
defaultingonaloan, for example. A default judgment
iswhat aplaintiff receiveswhenyou do not show upin
court. A loandefaulti 2{ ust you not payingyour loan.
A soldier who has already suffered adefault judg-
ment may be able to open that judgment if they can

show that their duty materially affected their ability to
make adefenseand that they actually haveameritori-
ousdefense. Also, thejudgment must havebeenentered
whilethesoldier wason activeduty or within 30 daysof
their release from active duty service, and the soldier
must request therelief whileon activeduty or within 90
daysof release. Unfortunately, thesoldier must hirean
attorney to makethisreguest to the court, or attempt to
doithimor herself. Fear not! Many courtswill assist
peoplewith formsand proceduresthey must usewhile
attempting to represent themsel ves.

Another popular protection provided by the SSCRA
isa6 percentinterest cap onoutstandingloans. Inorder
toqualify, youmust haveenteredintotheloan arrange-
ment before you began active duty. You must
provethat your military serviceaffectsyour ability to
pay the loan at the regular (pre-service) interest rate.
Generally thisrequirement meansthat you makeless
money inthemilitary than youmadeasacivilian. You
must notify your lender inwriting to request theinter-
est cap.

The SSCRA providesother protectionsto soldiers.
For example, the SSCRA also allowsyoutoterminate
your existing lease upon recei pt of activeduty orders,
or, conversely, protects you or your dependentsfrom
eviction or mortgage foreclosure dueto your absence
for activeduty. However, therightsunder thisstatute
must be asserted before they can be of any help. The
most important part of protecting your interestsistak-
ing theinitiative and using the resources available to
you.

For moreinformation or assi stance concerning SS-
CRA or other legal matters contact the Office of the
Command Judge Advocatefor anappointment at 4154.
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By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Gary A. Pendrak
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

| wastold by ahelicopter pilot oncethat theL ord
wastruly onthe side of chopper pilots. Why inthe
Bibleitevensays,“Lo(w), | amwithyouaways.”

WEéll, | amnot sureif thatissotrue. Onetimel
had the opportunity tofly from Fort Bragg, N.C., to
Fort Benning, Ga. Weflew low level the last few
hoursof theflight. Becausewewereat low level, the
pilotshad to do al ot of maneuvering to avoid obsta-
clesontheground. Also, at low level, theair isthe
roughest.

Asweapproached thedrop zoneat Benning, we
went through our pre-jump procedures. | remember
| wastoo sick tostand up. | hadto pull myself upand
forcemyself to SAFELY gothroughtheprocedures.
Asweturnedfinal ontothedrop zone, thepilotshad
toclimbtoget usuptojumpadtitude. Whenthedoors
finally opened, | remember thinkingto myself that all
| wanted to do was unhook, and lie down, and get
sick. About then, the Air Force Loadmaster pulled
thejumpmaster back out of thedoor and | knew that,
if I couldkeepfrom getting sick for LOmoreseconds,
| would beout of that airplaneand onmy way tofirm
ground.

| am surethat the L ord waswith usaswebounced

Lo(w). | amWith You Always

aroundinthat airplane, butit suredidn’tfeel likeHe
wasonour sideat that moment.

Flyingat dtitudeisn’t alwayssmoothsailingei -
ther. Whileinflight, airlinepassengersoften hear the
pilot announce, “ Please fasten your seatbelts. We
may encounter someturbulence.” Evenlargecom-
mercial jetscruisingat very highaltitudescanrunin-
toroughflyingconditions. | heard of ajumbojet that
was buffeted so badly that it had to make an emer -
gency landing. Normally, you would expect a
smooth rideat high altitudes, but that isnot always
thecase.

| seeaspiritual paralel. Whenwefirsttrust the
Lord, it seemsthat wearelifted high abovetheevils
of thisworld. Thejoy of having God’' sindwelling
Spirit and of beingforgivenbringsrel easefromthe
turbulence of sin’s guilt. But we soon realize that
powerful currentsareat work to bring usdown.

Conflictsand problemsseemto comefrom peo-
pleor circumstance, but it may bethat spiritual forces
areat work. Theinterferencecreated by Satan, com-
binedwith our sinful nature, canmakefor very rough
goingat times.

Wemust bewell-protected by truth, righteous-
ness, peace, faith, assurance, God’ sWord, and prayer

Eph 6:14-18] Yes, we can overcome the “turbu-
ence’ because God' sSpiritwithinusis® greater than
hewhoisintheworld” [1 John 4:4]
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SARteam medics holdrescuetraining

Pfc. Allison Tipton, an EMT medic, and Capt. Lynn Riat, a
physicians's assistant, prepare asurgical litter stand to
receivea"patient."

Story and Photos by Tech. Sgt. G.A. Volb
JointTask Force-Bravo Public Affairs

Three soldiers on their way to Task Force Oxe-
lafan, El Salvador, werefirst |ost and then found bad-
ly injured, May 7, following asearch and recovery
effort by Joint Task ForceBravo.

That, at | east, washow the scenariowasdescribed
to JTF-Bravo’ sSAR membersand mobilesurgical
team at the beginning of theearly morning exercise.

“We wanted to exercise our ability to conduct
search and rescue operations, while providing air-
man, soldiers and marines training they can use
whenthey returntotheir homeunits,” saidd Army Lt.
Coal. Tony Schwalm, director of operations.

It's an important capability, according to the
colonel, since JTF-Bravo is the only continuous

American presencein the region with rotary wing
aircraftandan Army medical treatment facility.

Specifically challenged during theexercisewere
both the SAR team and JTF-Bravo’ sMobile Surgi-
cal Teamfrom MEDEL.

“The SAR team had to locate the ‘ overdue’ sol-
diers, and then perform rescue operationsoncethey
werefound,” said Schwalm. Written into the exer-
cisewasthat thesoldiershad overturned their truck
andwerestuck inside. Thecircumstancesrequired
that theteam usethe Jawsof Lifetoextract them.

Inaparallel effort, theM ST wastasked toload a
team and equipment into aC-130for transport to El
Salvador to render medical treatment to the “in-
jured.” And though the actual flight to El Salvador
wassimulated, theM ST contingent wasfacedwitha

See MEDICS, Page 4

10rounds downrange

Smoke curls from the barrel of 1st Lt. Michael Way’s M-9 pistol as he sends the
last of his 10rounds downrange April 24. The pistol range was opened up by
ARFOR so that soldiers could stay proficient with asidearm. While many of
thoseattherangewere experienced with the 9mm pistol, others werefiring for
their firsttime with the guidance of noncommissioned officers on the range.

Photo by Spc. M. Wiliam Petersen

1:30 p.m. — 10K and Triathlon,

Letthe Games BEGIN!

1 p.m. —Formation on the all-purpose field (uniform civilian clothes)

2 p.m.— 3-on-3 baskethall, one-pitch softball tournament

Crazy Lizard Dive starts when triathletes are done with the pool
5p.m. —BBQ meal by DFAC (beer/soda sold by the Lizard Lounge)
6 p.m. — The Main Event... the Baddest Iguana Bash pugil bout!

SIGN UP ON THE
JTF-B WEBSERVER!

Afraid you’ll break a nail? Mess up
your hair? Or are you just dressed
military? Get in on the action NOW!

POWER OQUTAGES

Power outages have been scheduled for maintenance and repairs.
(P)denotes apartial areapower outage
(*)denotes aholiday or DONSA.

AFFECTED AREA TIME DATE
K(P% H, E 0800-1500 MAY 18
Q(P N(P) P(P),L(P),K 0800-1600 MAY 22

,B,D 0800-1300  MAY 24(*)
A, B, D, ESP) I[(P), F(P), H(P) 0800-1500 MAY 27(*)
Q(P), N(P), K(P). P(P) L(P), I(P), F(P), E(P), H(P) 0800-1200 MAY 29
Q.N,O,P,L,K(P),R(P) 0800-1300 JUNES
A,B,D 0800-1600 JUNES8
C,F(P),1(P),Honduran Area, Old Fire Station 0800-1600 JUNE 12
Q(P),N(P),P(P),L(P)K 0800-1400 JUNE 17
QEP;,N P),P(P),L(P)K 0800-1200 JUNE 18
Q(P),N(P),P(P),L(P)K 0800-1200 JUNE 19
Q(P),N(P),P(P),L(P)K,O 0800-1700 JUNE 20
Honduran Area, Old Fire Station 0800-1300 JUNE 21
E(P) 0800-1300 JUNE 25-27
B only 0800-1200 JULY3
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Continued from Page 3

myriad of injuriesto addressviavolunteer “pa-
tients’ right hereat Soto Cano.

“They were found to be severely injured,”
said Army Lt. Col. Barrington Nash, command-
er of JTF-Bravo'smedical element. The MST
providedinitial treatment at ComalapaAirport,
El Salvador, and evacuated them to Soto Cano
for further surgery.

“Theinjuriesencountered,” hesaid, “werea
tension pneumothorax, rib fractures, shattered
mandible and maxilla with compromised air-
way, and a transected femoral artery.” In lay-
men'’ sterms, thismeant the soldierswerein bad
shape.

The M ST, consisting of a general surgeon,
three nurses, an OR technician, flight surgeon,
physician’s assistant, and an operations nor-
commissioned officer, werehumping theentire
exercise.

It was a challenge, according to Nash, be-
cause the scenario included poor communica-

tionsbetween El Salvador and Soto Cano—there
wasageneral lack of information on actual corr
ditionsand situation updates. Butthe M ST did-
n’'t missabeat said Nash.

“Thesurgical teamwaswell organized, and
very methodical in their treatment,” he said,
adding. “1t’ Il takeweekly trainingto keep every-
onesharp ontheir dutiesandto maintain profi-
ciency.”

“Wedidverywell,” said Schwam. “Thebot-
tom lineiswe achieved our training objectives
and saw whereweneedtogotoimprove. Wecan
awaysimprove.”

Schwal m highlighted theimportance of such
exercises, saying that in a joint environment
suchas Soto Cano, thesetypesof missionsshow
just how thevariouspiecesof thetask forcework
together to get thejob done.

“Thistraining leavesusall better prepared to
facewhatever comesour way,” said Schwalm.

@

by b d i
Army Maj.J

S i

avier Altamirano, asurgical nurseand operating
room OIC, holds an IV solution fora“patient”. Behind himis
the C-130they would be evacuated out onin areal rescue

mission.

Above: Army Lt.Col.Brad Waddell,asurgeon, and Spc. Matt
Stewart, an operatingroom technician, prepareto stabilizea
transected femoral artery. The "patient” was partof aMay 7
search and rescue exercise.

Left: Army Maj. SheilaHicks,anurse anesthetist, preparesto
put a "patient" under anesthesia prior to surgery during a
May 7 search and rescue exercise.
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Continued from Page 1

Operation Chokeholdwasacomplete
success and eradicated more than
648,000 marijuana plants valued at
about $15million, said Lt. Col. Fletcher
Crews, Army Forcescommander andthe
commander of Task ForceEnabler.

JTF-Bravo’ spieceof thejoint opera-
tionisaptly described by thenameof the
task force.

“Task Force Enabler worksin support
of the Country Team and our helicopters
enable them to do thingsthey wouldn’t
normally be able to do,” said Crews.
“The terrain was very restrictive for
ground movement and most of thefields
were at the 4,000 foot elevation level.
Without our help they couldn’t have hit
30-35(marijuanad) fieldsinfivedays.” he
said.

Five agentsfrom the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Agency participated in the
operation and they echoed the impor-
tance of JTF-Bravo to the counterdrug
effortin CostaRica.

“JTF-Bravo personnel showed an
outstanding cali Ber of expertiseandwe
couldn't do the mission without
them,” said Rich Dobrich, aDEA agent
based in San Jose, Costa Rica. “JTF-
Bravohelicoptersaretheonly way to get
thepolicetotheobjectivesite.”

For theapproximately 30 CostaRican
policeforcesthat wereinvolvedin Oper -
ation Chokehold, the opportunity to do

Photoby 1stLt.Richard D.Komurek

Whilesuccessfor thehost
nation and DEA agents is
symbolized by the seizure
and destruction of drug
crops, successfor Task Force
Enabler isdefined much dif-
ferently because of their
uniquerole.

“For Task Force Enabler
mission success is derived
from providing the support
they needinasafeway,” said
Crews. “Wearethereto en
ablethem (host nationpolice
and DEA) toperformlaw en
forcement.”

Overall oneof thebiggest
challengesand benefitsisthe
work that goesinto anopera-
tion that has participants
from so many different or-
ganizations.

“What we did was joint,
combined and interagency.
It included members of the
Air Force, Army, Marines
Department of State, Depart-

CostaRican anti-drug policeriding in a1-228 UH-60 Black Hawk carry a marijuanaplant ment of Justiceand CostaRi-

seized from afield they destroyed during Operation Chokehold. The plant will be tested
inalab and keptas evidenceforthe prosecution of marijuanagrowers, ifthey arefound.

rappel and spiesisawel comeexperience
that helps them accomplish their goals
muchmorequickly andeasily.

“It’ sgreat becausethey (JTF-Bravo)
has equipment we don’'t have,”said
Marricio Ramirez, a Costa Rican drug
control policeman. “It'sgood training
anditisalsosafe.”

Ramirez also said in previous years

the drug control police had tried to work
in the remote region of rainforest by
land, but that it took one month to enter

the zone and one month of hard labor to
eradicate the marijuanafields. Thisis
themain reason the CostaRicansare so
happy to seethearrival of UH-60 Black
Hawksand CH-47 Chinooksfrom JTF-

Bravo each year for theoperation.

can police forces” said
Crews. ‘Trying to makeall
those elements work together is very
hard ... it was asmall but complicated
operation.”

Under the direction of United States
Southern Command, JTF-Bravo hasper-
formed Central Skiesmissionsin Cen-
tral America since 1999 and typically
conductssix to seven counterdrug oper -
ationsthroughout theregioneachyear.

National Guard rock
band plays live for
Nicaraguan village

Editor

Story and photo by Spc. M. William Petersen

sound could be heard that wasn’ t

bathedinrock androll.

Intheareasurrounding El Coral School inEl Coral, Nicaragua, a
pical of aschool day.

Instead of the usual sounds of teachers giving lessons or kids
playing between classes, the courtyard and surrounding streetswere

The 147th Army Band from the South Dakota National Guard
had traveled to Joint Task Force-Chontal es as part of the humani -
tarian operation’ sclosing ceremonies. Dividedintoarock bandand
ajazz band, themusi ciansweregiventheopportunity to play for the
local population, many of whom had never seenaliverock show.

Therock band’ sfirst show wasat the El Coral School. Hundreds

andVanMorrison, during their two hour-long sets.

“1 pick alot of the songs, but the other membersbringinwhatever they want,”
said Staff Sgt. Dave Barkus, therock band’sNCO in charge and lead guitarist.
“WEe'll play whatever gets peopleto get up and dance.”

The30-member Army bandvariedinexperiencefromthreesol diersfresh out
of basictrainingto 17-year career soldiers. And, like many rock bands, therock
combo had gonethrough three drummersin oneyear. The current incarnation of

the band hasbeen playing for ninemonths. Nicar

The 147th Army Band rock combo plays a Dave Matthews song for the children of El

of studentsand local children showed up for theconcert, aswell as Coral, Nicaraguaduring the National Guard band’s visitto Joint Task Force-Chontales.
peopl e from the surrounding neighborhood.
Theband played avariety of rock, including Dave M atthewsBand, Chicago

uaisthe147th’sthirdvisitto

Central America. They’ vealso played in Guatemalaand Panama.

Intheir four-days of playing around Chontal es, the band was able to seethe
completed work of JTF-Chontales. Several showswere played at schoolsand
clinicsthat were built by American and Nicaraguan troopsover thefour-month

operation.

“lthink it’ sagreat privilegeto play here,” said Barkus. “We' revery proudto
seethethingswe’ redoingfor thiscountry andwe' regladtobeasmall part of it.”
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Army restricts UH-60 Black Hawk flights

By TonyaJohnson
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — Hundreds of Black Hawk heli -
copters were grounded except for mission-essential
flights May 1 after a potential transmission problem
wasdiscoveredinone.

Approximately 960 Black Hawksin both the active
Army and National Guard have been restricted, offi-
cialssaid, asthe Army conductsan assessment to seeif
theproblemisisolated or if other Black Hawkshavea
similar problem. Under therestriction, only mission-
essential flights such asmedical evacuation and com-
bat are allowed.

Therestrictioninvolvesthe UH-60A utility helicop-
ter, EH-60A electronic warfare version and the UH-
60Q medivac chopper. The UH-60L helicopterswere
not affected becausethey haveadifferent transmission.

The transmission problem was detected when an
Army aviationunit, the57th Medical Company, at Fort
Bragg, N.C., experienced persistent low oil pressure
problemswith the transmission of one of its UH-60A
Black Hawks.

Thetransmissionwassent to Corpus Christi Army
Depot, Texas, for repair. Thepart wasdisassembled and
acracked planetary carrier wasdetermined astherea-
sonforthelow oil pressure. Theplanetary carrier, man-
ufactured by RAF Industries, is alarge plate-shaped
component withinthetransmissionthat hasnofinitere-
placement life.

TheArmy Aviationand MissileCommand, Corpus
Christi Army Depot and Sikorsky, the designer of the
aircraft, areinvestigatingtofind out the possiblecause
of thecracked carrier, officialssaid.

“The Black Hawk hasagreat performancerecord,
andthisisthefirst cracked planetary carrier found in
3.5millionflighthours,” ssidBobHunt, Army Aviation
and Missile Command spokesperson. “The Army Avi-
ationand MissileCommand, CorpusChristi Army De-

FilePhoto

A 1-228 UH-60 Black Hawk maintains ahover during Serach and Rescue Teamtraining. The Army ground-
ed all A-model Black Hawks May 1 after apotential transmission problem was discovered in one.

pot and Sikorsky areworking vigorously to solvethis
Issue. A lot of peopleareputtinginalot of hoursto get
to the bottom of this.”

If aplanetary carrier iscracked, stressis placed on
the transmission gears and could cause internal shim
damage, officialssaid.

If pieces of the shim fall into the transmission oil
sump, the transmission filter could become blocked
and causelow oil pressure.

When the part doesn’t function, it can’t transfer en-
ginepower tothemainrotor s%stem. Therotor system
could continueto operate without power allowing an
autorotation landing or thefailed carrier could causea
jam causing therotor system not towork.

But Hunt said therestriction shouldn’ t affect Army
readiness. Morethan 500 L seriesBlack Hawk helicop-
terswill beused until the Army canresolvethe proEr
lem. Therestrictionswill a so not stop Black Hawksin
Afghanistan from flying combat missions, Hunt said.

TherehavebeennoBlack Hawk accidentsinthepast
dueto aplanetary carrier crack or failure, Hunt said.
There also haven’t been any major problemswith the
Black Hawksinyears, hesaid.

Thelast major maintenanceproblemoccurredinthe
late 1980swhen therewasaproblemwith theaircraft
stabilator.

Hunt said an update concerning therestriction will
beissued withinthenext sevento 10 days.

Marine braves gunfireto savelifeoninterstate

By Cpl. Danielle M. Bacon
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton

CAMP PENDLETON, Cadif. —It's
not every day aMarine getsthe oppor-
tunity to save someone’s life, but for
one local Marine who braved a gun-
man’ sbulletstorescueastranger May 1
along Interstate 5, it’ sachance hewill
never forget.

LanceCpl. Trevor Farley ignored the
gunfire and whisked wounded tow-
truck driver Brian Naylor away. Healso
attempted to chase down the shooter
and point him out to the California
Highway Patrol.

The shooter, Henry Ricardo Enciso
Jr., 26, aLosAngelesresident, fled onto
the base and turned to fire when corn-
fronted by military police. TheM Psand
local law enforcement officersshot him
dead.

Naylor suffered multiple gunshot
wounds from bullets fired by Enciso.
He' srecoveringat alocal hospital.

“1 still havemy husband, and hecan
still beafather,” said MelissaNaylor,
wife of thewounded man, asshefought

tears during a news conference here
May 3.

Atfirst, Farley had noidealending a
hand meant savingalife.

“1 saw ablue Cadillac broken down,
andwasgoing to help, becausel amme-
chanically inclined, but | saw thetow-
truck pull up and decided they didn’t
need meanymore,” Farley said.

Farley was at the Del Mar Chapel
waitingto attend aclass, about 70yards
away from the car, when he heard a
sound that now keeps him awake at
night.

“When| heardthefirst shot, | looked
back in that direction and | saw the
shooter, and | justreacted,” said Farley,
who jumped thefence separating I nter-
state 5 from Camp Pendleton.

Many carspassed the accident scene,
but no one stopped to hel p the bleeding
truck driver asheran north onthe south-
bound interstate.

“After | jJumped the fence, | started
running towards the shooter, but | saw
Brian needed my help. By thistime, he
was running back to thetruck in astate
of shock. He had been shot four or five
timesalready.”

Farley helped Naylor run toward a
call box 200 yards away - until the
wounded driver couldn’t runanymore.

“Once he stopped really running, |
wasdragging himtowardsthecall box,”
said Farley, an Arizonanative.

“Itwasall adrenaline. My kneedid-
n't feel any pain,” added Farley, cur-
rently awaiting a medical separation
from the Corpsbecause of akneeinjury
suffered afew monthsagoinacar acci-
dent.

Since the rescue, Farley says, his
knee has caused him alot of pain, but
doesn’t compare with what Naylor is
goingthrough.

“1 have gone to see him every day
sinceWednesday. Well, not every day. |
gave him abreak on Saturday and Sun-
day,” Farley chuckled. “Helooksbetter
every day.”

Theformer civil air patrolman attrib-
utes hiswillingnessto help to the CAP
andtheMarines.

“l think it had alot to dowithwhat |
learned in the Marine Corps and Civil
Air Patrol,” said Farley, who teaches
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing personnel
how todrivehumvees.
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LanceCpl.Trevor Farley stands atthe
callboxwhere hedragged thevictim.
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Thrift Savings Plan

TheThrift SavingsPlanisaretirement
savingsand investment plan that allows
servicemembersto saveaportion of their
pre-tax pay in a special retirement ac-
count. Service membersmay sign upto
participateinthe TSPprogramduringthe
open seasonfromMay 15- July31. Cur-
rent TSP participants may also change
their contribution types and amounts.
For moreinformation contact the Finance
Officeat ext. 4282.

Softball Season

Softball season startsMay 28. Coach-
es can sign up their teams at the Recre
ation Center now. The pre-season meet-
ingwill beMay 21 at 10:00a.m. For more
info, contact Luisat 4268.

College Courses

Thenext term of 3-credit collegeclass
eswill befrom June3 - July 26 6-9 p.m.
Goto theEducation Center and giveyour
educationrecords, transcriptsand other
documentation to Sandra Guille for 75
percent government-paid tuition assis-
tance. Takeyour tuition assistanceform
to UMUC, Bldg H-70.Y ou or your G.I.
Bill can pay (or charge) theremaining 25
percent to LuisOrtiz. Registration starts
May 1. The Education Center is open
from7:30-11:30 and noon - 4 p.m.

New car sales _
ExchangeNew Car Sales iscurrently
available for soldiers wishing to pur-
chaseaprivately ownedvehicle, includ-
ing motorcycles, while stationed at Soto
Cano Air Base. Thesalesofficeislocat-
ed near the Base Exchange and Joint Se-
curity Forcesbuilding, andisopen Mon-
days-Fridaysfrom 9 am. to 6 p.m. and
Saturdaysfrom 8 a.m. to noon. For more
information, callext. 4886 or 4883.

“Allusers” e-mails

By order of thecommander, any non-
critical information that needs to be
passed totheentire JTF-Bravo populace
shall bedoneviathepublic affairsoffice.
Information may be sent to the PAO e-
mail distribution group. Public affairs
andthePower Lizard aremembersof this
e-mail group. Fromthese offices, thein-
formation canbepostedin Thelguana, on
the Commander’s Channel or E-News,
sentviaALL e-mail, and/or broadcast on
thePower Lizard, accordingtothe point
of contact’ srequest. Userswill not send
non-critical informationusingall of thee-
mail groups (AFFOR, ARFOR, JSF,
etc.). Time-sensitiveinformationwill be
sent only by thecommand group, PAO or
J6. Questionsmay bedirectedtothe J-6
officeat ext.4167 or thePAOat ext. 4150.

Emergency services con-
ductdrill at Pentagon

By Linda D. Kozaryn
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, May 8, 2002— For those
who witnessed the Sept. 11 terrorist attack on
the Pentagon | ast year, the soundsof chaosthat
filledthebuilding’ scenter courtyard thismorn-
ing may havebeen avivid reminder of that trag-
ic day.

(%/ay smokebillowedfromanexplosiveina
concreteplanter andfilledthecourtyardwitha
hazy mist. Screams, pleasfor helpandcriesfor
medicsechoed off thebuilding’ sgranitewalls,
interspersed with the shouted commandsof se-
curity policeand other first responders.

Unlike Sept. 11, thechaosthistimewasnot (¥,
real. Thevictimswereactorsand their wounds
werefake. Thiswasan exercisedesignedtotest
military and civilian community emergency
personnel’ sresponseto achemical attack.

Defenseofficialshad warned thePentagon’s
20,000workersthat Arlington County’ sChem-
ical Weapons Full-Scale Exercise was to be
held in the courtyard. About 300 peopletook
partinthefour-hour exercisethat started at 9 a.m. Dubbed
Operation Misty Court, thetraining was sponsored by the
Department of Justice Domestic Preparedness Program.

Defense Protective Service and military medical per-
sonnel werethefirsttoarriveonthesceneafter asimulated
explosionandrel easeof achemical agent. They found serv-
icemembersacting asdazed, frightened victims. Arlington
County emergency responseunitsarrivedintwotrucksand
began hosing downthevictims.

“Theinitial decontaminationisto hosethem down, and
then oncethesituationisunder control, thenthey can start
medi cal treatment,” said Sgt. 1st ClassRonald Wadsworth
of theNorth Atlantic Regional Medical Command. Co-lo-
cated with Walter Reed Army Medical Center, the com-
mand overseesa22-state area.

“This whole area is now contaminated,” Wadsworth
said, indicating thelawnwherethevictimshad been hosed
down. “They will not allow anybody whoisn't protectedin-
tothisarea, andthey’ regoing to havetodigall of thisup
and disposeof it, becausethat’ snow contaminated waste.”

Thescenarioinvolved anexplosionduringaceremony,
followed by thedispersal of anagentintheresulting smoke.
When medical personnel from the Pentagon’ sDiL orenzo
Clinicarrived onthescene, they found victimswith shrap-
nel wounds.

Some were in shock. Others suffered from dizziness,
confusion, drooling, muscle achesand other nerve agent
symptoms. Orangetagsdescribed their conditionsto test
emergency personnel’ sresponses.

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Andrew Webber of Schaller,
lowa, volunteeredto beavictim. Hesaid hewasinthe Pen+
tagon on Sept. 11.

“Thisishelpful for everyoneinvolved,” Webber said. “It
givesthecivilian authoritiesabetter ideaof what’ sgoing
on. So hopefully, if something likethisever happened ei-
ther here or anywhere el sethey could be better prepared.”

Army Capt. Andrew Massa, assigned to the Defense
Protective Service' sBiological-Chemical Joint Operations
Cell, wasoneof theofficialsevaluatingtheexercise. He's
areservist calledtoactiveduty for 179 daysafter Sept. 11.

“Thisisextremely important to improveour interoper-
ability and memorandums of understanding, agreement
and mutual support between defense officialsand Arling-
ton County,” Massasaid. Defense Department responders,

PhotobyLindaD.Kozaryn

An exerciseofficial watches as firefighters of Arlington County,
Va., provide emergency services to service members acting as
victims during aMay 8,2002, drill simulating achemical attack on
the Pentagon.

hecontinued, needtolearntowork with“ civilian counter-
parts, particularly becausein many casesthey havemore
mature assetsthan what we haveorganicaly.”

Preparing in advanceis very important, said Lt. Col.
Randy Smith of the Security Division in Marine Corps
Headquarters. “ There salot of different peoplethat would
respondto somethinglikethis,” hesaid.“ Civilianfirstre-
sponderslike Arlington County Fire Department and then
you have military responders.

“Every installation has asecurity department, fire de-
partment, hazardous material folks,” Smith said. “ Ensur-
ing that they’ reall working together and not at cross pur-
poseswould alleviate problems.”

Exerciseshelpfirst respondersidentify any problemar-
eas, Smith noted. “Is it a communications problem, an
equipment problem?Welook at how best we canwork to-

ether.”
J Since Sept. 11, defenseofficialshaveinstalled monitor-
ing equipment andintensified effortsto developwork force
training on responding to achemical or biological threat,
according to John Jester, chief of the Defense Protective
Service.

Oneof themain concernsinachemical or biological in-
cident isthat first responderswill become victimsthem-
selves, he noted.

“It’ svery important when thefirst call comesin, you
try to obtain as much information as possible so your of -
ficerscan approach in avery cautious manner,” he said.
“They haveto be careful not to touch someonethat may
be contaminated. They have been trained to recognize
those symptoms of, for example, achemical incident.”

The Defense Department has also worked to improve
the notification system within the building, Jester said.

“We had to think about how fast we could communi-
cateto 20,000 people,” hesaid. “ Sowe’ reenhancing our
publicaddresssystem. We' retesting asystemnow using
the computer, because everybody has acomputer termi-
nal onhisor her desk. A littlesiren goesoff onyour com-
puter, ascreen popsup and tellsyouthisisan emergency
and givesinstructionsonwhat to do.”

Overall preparednessfor aweapons of massdestruc-
tion attack, Jester said, “isin very good shape, but we're
not wherewewant to be. We' realwayslooking for ways
toimprove.”
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SONENEAVIF ONE EIGHE:

1-228 finds unity in challenging missions, hard work

By Spc. M. William Petersen
Editor

Despite the many personnel and
thediversemissionsthat 1st Battal -
ion, 228th Aviation Regiment faces,
their motto, “One Team, One
Fight,” seems to define the unit
best.

Personnel shortagesand difficult
demandsontheonly Army aviation
unit in Central America haven't
stopped thejobfrom getting done.

AsaU.S. Army South unit, 1-
228 hasamuch larger areaof oper -
ationsthan Joint Task Force-Bravo.
WhileJTF-B operatesintheareaof
Central America, 1-228 hasopera-
tion throughout Central America,
the Caribbean and South America.

Withinthistheater of operations,
1-228list of missionsthat, ontop of
the demand to be ready to deploy at
all times, requiresthem to conduct
stability and support and command

and control op-

Top: A UH-60 Black Hawk carries a
rappelling soldier during search
and rescuetraining.

Above: 1-228 serves as the wings
for MEDEL’s medical evacuations.

Below: Special Forces soldiers
train with the assistance of the
Winged Warriors.

erations for
theater Army
aviation assets.
1-228th also
conducts
search and res-
cue, aero-med-
ical evacuation
and force pro-
tection opera-
tions.

“We can adapt to anything that
comesdowntheroad aslongaswe
have the assets,” said Maj. James
Walton, executiveofficer for 1-228.

Upuntil 1999, JTF-B haditsown
aviation assetsknown asD Co., 1-
228. D Co. wasasubsidiary unit of
1-228 in Panama. When forces

Filephotos

withdrew from Panama, the battal-
ionwasrel ocated to Soto Cano, and
JTF-B lost its designated aviation
assets. The changeover was not
painlessfor 1-228, either.

“We' veended upwithan under-
manned, under-equipped aviation
battalion,” said Walton. “A good
exampleis, we' reauthorized three
crewsfor the CH-47 Chinooks, but
wehavefive Chinooks.”

Withthenumber and diversity of
missionsthat the Winged Warriors
face, thisshortagehasn’t prevented
them from getting their job done.

“Wehavenot dropped amission
sincel’vebeenhere,” Waltonsaid.
“That’s testament to the crew
chiefs, thepilots, and headquarters
company; everybody chipsintoex-
ecutethemissionsafely.”

Inadditiontotraining constantly
for their missions here, the NCOs
and officersof 1-228 haveto keep
personnel trained in common tasks.
This makes free time scarce, but
hel psto build an undeniablecama-
raderie among the Winged War-
riors, and being part of theunit be-
comesitsownreward, said Walton.

“Theseguysbust their buttsday
inand day out. Inmy opinion, they
work harder than any other unit on
post. A special bondformsbecause
they’ re working together and de-
ploying,” said Walton.

“They get to meet peopleand see
thingsthat nooneelsein JTF-B gets
to see. They work hard %etti ng
there, but for al their work they get
their just reward. We're the best
kept secretin Army aviation. Weall
cameinto the Army and trained to
do our missioninareal-world situ-
ation,” Walton said. “We in the
228thdoitevery day.”

)
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Top: Asoldierclimbs “Jacobs Ladder” into
al1-228CH-47 Chinook duringtraining.

Above: Sgt. 1st Class Wallace Clore, first
sergeant for B Company, 1-228, watches the
Honduran landscape after acting as crew
chief during amultinational airborne jump.
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